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Alexandria, VA (May, 1998) -- The American Diabetes Association and thousands of diabetes advocates nationwide today urged Congress to treat diabetes fairly and to make finding a cure for diabetes a national priority. 

Diabetes kills more Americans every year than AIDS and breast cancer combined.  Diabetes also afflicts more Americans and costs America more money than these two diseases combined.  But for every $1 the government spends on diabetes research, it spends nearly $7 on AIDS and breast cancer research:


# afflicted
Annual deaths
Direct cost
Govt. research

AIDS
750,000
50,000
$10.3 billion
$1.5 billion

Breast Cancer
2.6 million
44,000
$6.6 billion
$551 million

Total (AIDS & Breast Cancer)
3.35 million
94,000
$16.9 billion
$2.05 billion

Diabetes
16 million
180,000
$91.1 billion
$316 million

“We are not suggesting that funding for AIDS and breast cancer be reduced,” said Steve Smith, Chair of the Association’s Government Relations Committee.  “But diabetes is just as serious as AIDS and breast cancer and they get all the attention.  It’s time for Congress to make a similar, multi-billion dollar commitment to finding a cure for diabetes.” 

Sixteen million Americans have diabetes, including thousands in your community.  Diabetes requires a lifetime of self-managed care, including daily blood tests and frequently, injections of insulin.  In addition to premature death, diabetes is a leading cause of disability.  A cure for diabetes would save billions of dollars and millions of lives.

To speak with someone locally whose life has been affected by diabetes, please contact:

Name: ___________________________________ Daytime Phone: _______________________
