[image: image1.png]



Imagine watching a child open her last bottle of the insulin she needs every day to stay alive. Imagine knowing that even if more can be found on the black market, the cost will equal half a month's salary--if the paycheck comes. 

That is the bleak reality facing the parents of thousands of Russian children with diabetes. The current economic problems in the former Soviet Union are creating a desperate situation. When Russian doctors are asked what will happen to these children, they answer simply: "Many will die." 

Diabetes Youth Foundation of Indiana, a non-profit organization, has been helping Russian children since 1993. Each year, about a dozen teens are brought to the US to attend diabetes camp, stay with host families, and participate in a 600 mile bicycle trip--the "Russian-American Tour of Friendship." At the end of the summer, they are sent home with supplies of insulin, meters and strips to test blood sugar levels, and other needed materials. The small grass-roots program, started by pediatric endocrinologist Dr. Samuel Wentworth, has previously existed by means of support from him, gifts from his patients, and samples from pharmaceutical companies. There are currently nearly 60 children--former campers and some younger children who have heard of the program by word of mouth--who are depending on the group. Their needs now far exceed those means of supply. 

The families are very thankful for any help. The mother of nine-year-old Olga wrote that she was in tears when she received a package sent by Dr. Wentworth. Parents are amazed that strangers half a world away would care about their children. 

Arrangements have been made through the US State Department and Project Hope to send as much as can be collected. Desperately needed are unopened, in-date bottles or cartridges of Regular, NPH, or Humalog (lispro) insulin, and One Touch or Elite test strips. Cash donations to buy these things are also gratefully accepted. Please make checks payable to DYFI - Russia Collection. Gifts, which are tax-deductible, may be sent to the following address: 

Collection for Russian Kids

Diabetes Youth Foundation of Indiana 

c/o Samuel Wentworth, MD 

1300 East Main Street 

Danville, Indiana 46122

For more information, e-mail russiankids@yahoo.com. 

Thank you for your generosity. 

